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which only the bases and an occasional fallen capital now
remain.

The ruins are confusing until you realise that three large
churches of different periods have been built together, east
end to west end, forming one enormous building but at the
same time still retaining their own separate characters and
purposes. The first church is a beautiful octagonal baptistry;
even in its ruin, I think it is the most beautiful I have ever seen.
In the centre of the marble pavement stands a long marble
font designed for the total immersion of a great number of
converts. It is level with the floor and those to be baptised
descended marble steps and walked through the water,
ascending a corresponding flight of marble steps at the
opposite end.

The next church is of the same early period. It is the
original church, in whose centre, just as the column of St.
Simeon Stylites occupies the centre of Kala'at Si'man, rises
the marble balustrade from which steps descend to the
burial crypt of St. Mena. The third church is the huge
cruciform building erected by Arcadius, with a pillared nave
leading to a high altar placed at the meeting of the wide
transepts. The altar stood beneath a marble canopy lifted
on marble columns, and behind it there are the remains of a
tribune in the curve of a marble apse.

All round the church lie the remains of the guest-houses,
the shops, the baths, and the potteries where the small clay
flasks of St. Mena were made. Here in Egypt, fifteen centuries
or more ago, crowds of invalids and those who had made a
pilgrimage for the sake of someone they loved, who was too
ill to travel, gathered to pray at the shrine of the saint and to
take home the precious oil, or water, in the little flasks with
their effigy of a Roman soldier and two camels.

I wondered how such a solid town as this could have
tumbled so quickly into ruins. Its later history is not com-
pletely known, but it seems clear that disaster after disaster
came upon it after the Moslem Conquest, culminating in the
destruction of the whole town to provide stone for the new
buildings which the Caliph Mu'tasim erected at Samarra,
near Baghdad, about 836 A.D. I suppose if one looked care-
fully among the buildings at Samarra in that sconeless country,